Introduction

The Ba’a ngedesai Tourism Project – a partnership between tour operator MuluVillage and the local Penan family – offers an alternative to the usual ‘staged’ forms of cultural tourism found in Sarawak. It forges a sustainable partnership between hosts and visitors, whereby visitors experience the jungle lifestyle on the host’s own terms. Tours focus on actual lifestyle and environment, rather than on performances and demonstrations. The experience benefits hosts, visitors and local wildlife. Travellers to Ba’s ngedesai stay as guests of the forest camp dwelling Penan people, who benefit economically by providing a range of tourism services.

How it started
In 2013, Brenda - the co-founders of Mulu Village, set out to design a tourism product that provided real interaction between tourists and Penan community, while at the same time allowing tourists to enjoy the natural splendour of Sarawak’s interior. From the beginning, the key objective was to involve the Penan longhouse in a meaningful way.

This process began with a search for a suitable location. The search involved a number of trips into the interior of Long Iman. One of these was a journey to Ba’a ngedesai waterfall.. After passing through pristine scenery, they knew that they had found a place that had the potential to offer visitors a unique travel experience.

Having identified the area, the next step was to talk to the Penan family to see if they were receptive to the idea of playing host to visitors. The question posed was a simple one – Do you want foreign tourists to come here and visit you? The family agreed to become a partner in tourism and Mulu Village sponsored the repairing cost of the forest camp.

Community Involvement
From the start, tourism in Long Iman has been carried out with the cooperation and agreement of the community. Mulu Village’s relationship with the Long Iman community has been built on mutual respect and trust. Today, Mulu Village has successfully help more than 10 Penan family to obtain home stay license with MOTAC ( Malaysia of Tourism, Art and Culture). The community is fully involved in tour operations through a Tourism Committee, which coordinates the provision of a range of tourism services for Mulu Village and its clients. 

MUST STAY

with The Last Nomadic Group of Mulu Rainforest

Ba’a ngedesai was founded by Pejuman Laban, the late father of Tapit Pejuman. The waterfall was named Ba’a ngededesai, in Penan language means water tub. This is a beautifully secluded place, untouched by people and development and a privilege to visit or stay. 

Your host, none other that the family of the founder - Tapit Perjuman (the hunter, second from left) , Yusuf Tapit (the guide, left) and his wife (Uri -the cook, third from left) and his son (Maxton – translator, right).

There were all borne in the jungle except Maxton who was given birth in the hospital.
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